
Leslie, a petite natural beauty, clothed in 

her snuggly cotton pajamas, her dark brown 

shoulder length hair, simply kept, wearing no 

makeup, calmly sits Indian style on her bed, in-

tently listening as her 18 year old daughter, Emma 

chatters on about her life and friends.   

Suddenly Leslie’s younger daughter 

Mattie, age 13, walks in, clueless of the private 

personal conversation taking place between her 

mother and sister. Mattie boldly announces, “Life 

sucks”! In a most tender and caring tone, Leslie 

turns to Mattie and says, “Mattie, I would love to 

chat with you as soon as I have finished talking 

with Emma.” Mattie rolls her eyes, twirls around 

and saunters out. Without missing a beat Leslie 

turns back to Emma and continues their conversa-

tion.  

Viewing this common family scene, one 

would never guess that just hours before, Leslie 

was working on a sound stage at the Disney stu-

dios filming High School Musical 3. She is a suc-

cessful actress and community activist, in addition 

to being a wonderful mom. Juggling her life is not 

easy but somehow she manages to do so seam-

lessly moving between her myriad of responsibili-

ties. She has been an actress since 1983 working 

on the stage, film, and television.  

Leslie met her husband Bill, a set de-

signer, while working in the traveling Barnum 

show. Since their marriage in 1985 they have 

lived from California to New Zealand. Currently 

they reside in Boulder, Colorado.   

After the birth of her first child, this “A” 

list actress moved away from the Hollywood 

scene to focus on raising her family.  She periodi-

cally accepts roles, such as her current role in High 

School Musical 3, but her priority is her role as a 

mother.  

Leslie is involved in every aspect of her 

children’s lives.  They see their mother gracefully 

cope with her responsibilities at work, as well as at 

home.  She volunteers at the local non-profit, com-

munity theater, where her children perform. Occa-

sionally, she can be seen directing a play or even 

accepting a minor role in the production.  Mattie 

expressed it best when she said, “I wanted to per-

form in The Magicians Nephew, but the community 

theater didn’t have anyone qualified to direct the 

play.  Even though mom had a busy schedule, she 

stepped forward and volunteered. She not only di-

rected the production, but she also accepted the role 

of the wicked witch Jada.  It was so fun!”  

Leslie is accessible to her children regard-

less of where she is or what she is doing.  They 

have access to the set while she is working. They 

have even worked as extras on some of her projects. 

She volunteers at their school, attends their per-
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formances and encourages them to find their 

own dreams and aspirations independent of hers. 

 When her children share with her a bud-

ding interest, she works unceasingly to help them 

realize their dreams.  Mattie tells her mom she 

wants to be a model, so Leslie finds a world re-

nowned summer program for modeling and en-

rolls Mattie in the program.   

Emma comments that she wants to be a 

nanny. Leslie opens her network of friends and 

pulls together information about nannies. She 

researches nanny agencies and encourages 

Emma to do her own research, apply with repu-

table agencies, and put some feelers out in their 

community.  

Leslie gives openly of her time and talent 

while staying close to her girls. Emma recol-

lected, “Mattie and I wanted to take a jazz dance 

class. Mom is an amazing dancer. She made ar-

rangements with a local dance studio to rent out 

their space twice a week.  She advertised free 

dance lessons to underprivileged (low income) 

children and formed a dance team.  There were 

twelve girls all together including myself and 

Mattie.  She not only used her time to teach us to 

dance, but additionally shared her talent with ten 

other girls that would otherwise not have had the 

opportunity.” 

Leslie is also an incredible friend.  Carole 

Cartwright, a friend of hers commented, “My 

husband died suddenly of a heart attack.  I was 

suffering such loss and emptiness. Leslie 

dropped everything to comfort me.  She sat at 

my side for three days while I talked and 

cried.  She was a rock, while I crumbled.” Then 

Cartwright shared something very telling of Les-

lie’s character, “Leslie is a rare jewel, regardless 

of who she is with or what is going on in her 

own life, she makes whoever she is with feel like 

the most important person in her life.  She looks di-

rectly into their eyes and hangs on every word.  She 

is not distracted or otherwise engaged.  She is com-

pletely focused on them, their conversation and her 

relationship with them. She is a true friend.” 

Another friend, Lynette Truscott shared, 

“Leslie is generous with her time and talent.  I was 

overweight and embarrassed to go to the gym. I 

met Leslie when my daughter Emily was play-

ing Anne, in “Anne of Green Gables”. Leslie 

was the director. Leslie, being her wonder-

ful and supportive self, invited me to her home 

for two-hour Jazz dance lessons twice a week until I 

achieved a weight were I was comfortable to work 

out in public.  Besides directing  the play, volunteer-

ing at Mattie’s school, and filming Halloween Town 

3, she still made time in her busy schedule for me.” 

 Leslie is very unassuming about her accom-

plishments.  When someone notes her generosity or 

talent she simply says, “I have been so abundantly 

blessed by God. I do what I can to give back and he 

provides the way.” 

Leslie’s is multitalented, yet humble.  She is 

a successful actress who supports her community 

but maintains close relationships with family and 

friends. Regardless of the pressures that fall upon 

her, she balances home and career.  She does not 

lose sight of her goal which is to be a loving atten-

tive 

mother.  
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